
The Relief Society and Our Temple Blessings
“[T]he [Relief] Society should move according to the ancient Priesthood, hence there should be a select
society, separate from all the evils of the world, choice, virtuous and holy. [I am] going to make of this
Society a kingdom of [priestesses] as in Enoch’s day and as in Paul’s day” (Address to Relief Society,
30 Mar. 1842, recorded by Eliza R. Snow with Bathsheba W. Smith recollection of his words edited in.)

S
ix days before the Prophet
Joseph Smith administered the
Endowment blessings in their

fulness for the first time in this dis-
pensation, he shared details of the
role the Lord had authorized for the
Relief Society to render in Temple
Blessings conferred in the last days.
To this group, he first announced that
they not only would receive temple
blessings—as only in part the men
had before this received them—but
they would also be authorized to be-
stow these temple blessings to an ex-
tent greater than any other time
before our day. To 200 members of
the Relief Society gathered in the
upper room of his “Red” Brick
store—the very place where those
ordinances would be administered
less than a week later—he came at
the invitation of the Relief Society
Presidency to explain the privileges
the sisters were just then beginning to
comprehend as within the scope of
the prerogatives they were entitled to
exercise as righteous daughters of
Heavenly Parents. Some sisters had
expressed doubts about such privileg-
es, and the Prophet, from the scrip-
tures and by powerful persuasion,
unfolded light and truth they never
before understood.

He was asked to open the meeting
with prayer—and what a powerful
prayer it was! Two of the members
distinctly remembered this prayer.
Nancy Tracy testified that “He was
full of the Spirit of God.  His whole
frame shook, and his face shone and
looked almost transparent” (Nancy
M. Tracy, “Autobiography,” The
Woman’s Exponent 38 (Nov. 1909):
39– 40). Bathsheba W. Smith added
that during his prayer his “voice
trembled very much.” They both
recalled that in his prayer he gave
grave foreboding that his ministry
was drawing to a close. In words
which match those reported in the
original Relief Society minutes kept

by Eliza R. Snow, such ominous
words were repeated at the beginning
of his ensuing remarks:

He said as he had this opportunity,

he was going to instruct the [Re-

lief] Society and point out the way

for them to conduct, that they

might act according to the will of

God—that he did not know as he

should have many opportunities of

teaching them—that they were go-

ing to be left to themselves—they

would not long have him to in-

struct them—that the church

would not have his instruction

long, and the world would not be

troubled with him a great while,

and would not have his teachings.

(Except as otherwise noted, all

quotations are from the original

minutes of the Nauvoo Relief

Society, 28 April 1842.)

After discussing the nature of cer-
tain blessings they were already
privileged to exercise, he explained
from the greater, temple-related view,
that their fears were unfounded given
the fact that they were to take a lead
role in the work of the temple.

. . . the time had not been before,

that these things could be in their

proper order—that the Church is

not now organiz’d in its proper

order, and cannot be until the

Temple is completed.

The Prophet then made the following
promise when he

spoke of delivering the keys [of

the kingdom] to [both] this society

and to the Church—that according

to his prayers [at the beginning of

the meeting] God had appointed

him elsewhere.

But what keys? Who were going
to receive these keys? Joseph answer-
ed such questions by saying that, to
begin with, the leaders of the Church
would be given the “keys of the
kingdom” so they will be able to
detect everything false. The official
published version of this sermon indi-
cates that he also said, that

. . . the faithful members of the

Relief Society should receive [the

keys of the kingdom] in connec-

tion with their husbands, that the

Saints whose integrity has been

tried and proved faithful, might

know how to ask the Lord and

receive an answer  (Teachings of

the Prophet Joseph Smith, 226;

see, D&C 124: 95, 97 for the

Lord’s promises on this point).

Moreover, he added the promise:
If you live up to these principles

how great and glorious—if you

live up to your privilege the angels

cannot be restrain’d from being

your associates—Females, if they

are pure and innocent can come

into the presence of God, for what

is more pleasing to God than

innocence; you must be innocent

or you cannot come up before

God.

(For this promise to the sisters, see,
D&C 50:45 [40–46]; 76: 5–10,
114–19; 88: 63–69a; 93: 1-2; 97: 16
[15–17]).

Joseph in his remarks certainly
made more clear what he meant when
he said the month before,

[I am] going to make of this

[Relief] Society a kingdom of

[priestesses] as in Enoch’s day and

as in Paul’s day” (Minutes, 30

March 1842).

Closing her account of this extra-
ordinary meeting, Eliza R. Snow
wrote, “The spirit of the Lord was
pour’d out in a very powerful
manner, never to be forgotten by
those present.” Likewise, the Prophet
succinctly summarized the meaning
of these teachings by recording, “I
. . . gave a lecture on the Priesthood
shewing how the sisters would come
in possession of the privileges,
blessings, and gifts of the Priesthood,
. . . and that they might attain unto
these blessings by a virtuous life and
conversation and diligence in keeping
all the commandments” (Law of the
Lord, 28 April 1842). Over the next
two years, these promises were
fulfilled as he called twenty-four
couples as the first temple workers.



Testimonies and Activities of Joseph Smith and Nauvoo Relief Society Members
Regarding the Beginnings of Our Temple Blessings

• Given the instructions the 200 Relief Society sisters
received as noted above, when Joseph Smith spoke to
the Sunday assembly of Nauvoo’s populace three days
later on 1 May 1842, they were perhaps more prepared
to understand his continued teachings on the Temple and
its blessings than others in the congregation—blessings
which they were the first to know that they would also
receive. He preached in the grove near the emerging
temple
. . . on the keys of the Kingdom. . . .  The keys are certain

signs and words by which false spirits and personages

may be detected from true, which cannot be revealed to

the Elders till the Temple is completed—The rich can

only get them in the Temple— the poor may get them on

the Mountain top as did Moses. . . .  There are signs in

heaven, earth, and hell, the Elders must know them all to

be endowed with power, to finish their work and prevent

imposition [by the adversary].  The devil knows many

signs but does not know the sign of the Son of Man, or

Jesus.  No one can truly say he knows God until he has

handled some thing, and this can only be in the Holiest of

Holies (Law of the Lord, 1 May 1842).

• Over and over again through the course of the two years
leading up to his Martrydom, Joseph Smith felt it was
appropriate in public to explain to the Saints in Nauvoo
what the general purposes of the temple ordinances
were.  In a published testimony, Bathsheba W. Smith,
wife of George A. Smith, recalled:

Once when speaking in one of our general fast

meetings, [Joseph Smith] said that we did not know how

to pray to have our prayers answered.  But when I and my

husband had our endowments in [December, 1843],

Joseph Smith presiding, he taught us the order of prayer

(Bathsheba W. Smith, “Recollections of Joseph Smith,”

Juvenile Instructor 27 [1 June 1892]: 345. ).  [He also]

showed us . . .  how to detect them when true or false

angels come to us (By request of Joseph F. Smith, sixth

President of the LDS Church, Bathsheba W. Smith made

these remarks on 12 June 1903, and they are reported in

“A Notable Event—The Weber Stake Reunion,” Deseret

Evening News [23 June 1903]).

• Beginning three days later, over the course of the next
two years, twenty-four couples, appointed by the Lord,
received their temple blessings. As much as was
permissible to be recorded in the published History of
the Church, Apostle Willard Richards explained what
the Prophet taught these first temple worker-couples:

Wednesday, May 4.—I spent the day in the upper

part of [Joseph’s Red Brick] Store, that is, in the private

office [of the Prophet Joseph Smith] (so called, because

in that room [he] keeps [his] sacred writings, translates

ancient records, and receives revelations), and [also] in

[the] general business office, or Lodge room, where the

Masonic fraternity met occasionally for want of a better

place), in council with General James Adams, of

Springfield, Patriarch Hyrum Smith, Bishops Newel K.

Whitney and George Miller,  and [Elders] Brigham

Young and Heber C. Kimball.

[With these brethren, I was] instructed [by the

Prophet Joseph Smith] in the principles and order of the

priesthood, [and from him received my] washings and

anointings, and endowments, and the communications of

keys, pertaining to the Aaronic Priesthood, and so on to

the highest order of the Melchizedek Priesthood, setting

forth the order pertaining to the Ancient of Days and all

those plans and principles by which anyone is enabled to

secure the fulness of those blessings which has been

prepared for the Church of the Firstborn, and come up

into and abide in the presence the Eloheim in the eternal

worlds [D&C 76:118 (114–18)].

[Joseph Smith] in this council instituted the Ancient

Order of things for the first time in these last days.  And

the communications I [received in] this Council were of

things spiritual, and [are] to be received only by the

spiritual minded: and there was nothing made known to

[us by the Prophet] but [what] will be made known to all

Saints, of the last days, so soon as they are prepared to

receive, and a proper place is prepared to communicate

them, even to the weakest of the Saints: therefore let the

Saints be diligent in building the temple and all houses

which they have been or shall hereafter be commanded of

God to build, and wait their time with patience, in all

meekness and faith, and perseverance unto the end. 

knowing assuredly that all these things referred to in this

Council are always governed by the principles of

revelation. (Restored to the voice of Willard Richards

who composed this description for the History of the

Church, 5: 1–2.)

• Elizabeth Warren Allred, wife of Nauvoo high
councilor, James Allred, sewed the first garments of this
dispensation. She had to cut them out three times before
her pattern was approved by the Prophet Joseph Smith.

• Elizabeth Durfee, a superb seamstress, would prepare
the temple clothing as directed by the Prophet.

• Emma was sealed to Joseph on 28 May 1843, and they
received the blessings of the fulness of the priesthood
(D&C 124: 28) on 28 Sept. 1843. Emma was the only
woman in this dispensation to receive her initiatory
ordinances from a man—from her husband, the Prophet
Joseph. Thereafter, she administered the ordinances of
washing and anointing to the approved wives of the First
Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. She
also presided over these sisters as they also performed
these sacred ordinances, thus preparing them to be
proficient in the Nauvoo temple when it was completed. 

• Mercy Rachel Fielding Thompson testified, “I received
my endowments by the directions of the Prophet Joseph,
his wife Emma officiating in my case, and in his
instructions to me at that time he said: ‘This will bring
you out of darkness into marvelous light’ ” (“Recollec-
tions of the Prophet Joseph Smith,” Juvenile Instructor
27:400).” 
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