
READINGS FOR REFLECTING ON THE 175TH ANNIVERSARIES OF

JOSEPH SMITH’S 1842–1844 SACRED TEMPLE TEACHINGS

“I have the whole plan of the kingdom before me, and no other person has.” — Joseph Smith

to Special Missionary Conference, 29 August 1842

“My feelings at the present time are that, inasmuch as the Lord Almighty has preserved me

until today, He will continue to preserve me, by the united faith and prayers of the Saints, until

I have fully accomplished my mission in this life, and so firmly established the dispensation of

the fulness of the priesthood in the last days, that all the powers of earth and hell can never

prevail against it.” —Two days later to the Relief Society, 31 August 1842

6 January 1842, Nauvoo, Illinois

The Book of the Law of the Lord

Personal Reflections on the Progress

of the Work of the Lord

The new year has been usher-

ed in and continued thus far un-

der the most favorable auspices,

and the Saints seem to be in-

fluenced by a kind and indulgent

Providence in their dispositions

and [blessed with] means to rear

the Temple of the Most High God,

anxiously looking forth to the

completion thereof as an event of

the greatest importance to the

Church and the world, making

the Saints in Zion to rejoice, and

the hypocrite and sinner to

tremble. Truly this is a day long

to be remembered by the Saints of

the last days,—a day in which the

God of heaven has begun to

restore the ancient order of His

kingdom unto His servants and

His people,—a day in which all

things are concurring to bring

about the completion of the

fullness of the Gospel, a fullness

of the dispensation of dispensa-

tions, even the fulness of times; a

day in which God has begun to

make manifest and set in order in

His Church those things which

have been, and those things

which the ancient prophets and

wise men desired to see but died

without beholding them; a day in

which those things begin to be

made manifest, which  have been

hid from before the foundation of

the world, and which Jehovah has

promised should be made known

in His own due time unto His

servants, to prepare the earth for

the return of His glory, even a

celestial glory, and a kingdom of

Priests and kings to God and the

Lamb, forever, on Mount Zion,

and with him the hundred and

forty and four thousand whom

John the Revelator saw, all of

which is to come to pass in the

restitution of all things (History of

the Church 4:492–93, and Words of

Joseph Smith, forthcoming).

20 March 1842, Grove Near

Temple, Nauvoo, Illinois

Wilford Woodruff Diary

Funeral Sermon

President Smith read the 14th

chapter of Revelation, and said—

We have again the warning voice

sounded in our midst, which

shows the uncertainty of human

life; and in my leisure moments I

have meditated upon the subject,

and asked the question, why it is

that infants, innocent children, are

taken away from us, especially

those that seem to be the most

intelligent and interesting. The

strongest reasons that present

themselves to my mind are these:

This world is a very wicked

world; and it is a proverb that the

“world grows weaker and wiser”;

if that is the case, the world grows

more wicked and corrupt. In the

earlier ages of the world a

righteous man, and a man of God

and of intelligence, had a better

chance to do good, to be believed

and received than at the present

day; but in these days such a man

is much opposed and persecuted

by most of the inhabitants of the

earth, and he has much sorrow to

pass through here. The Lord takes

many away even in infancy, that

they may escape the envy of man,

and the sorrows and evils of this

present world; they were too

pure, too lovely, to live on earth;

therefore, if rightly considered,

instead of mourning we have

reason to rejoice as they as

delivered from evil, and we shall

soon have them again.

What chance is there for infi-

delity when we are parting with

our friends almost daily? None at

all. The infidel will grasp at every

straw for help until death stares

him in the face, and then his

infidelity takes its flight, for the

realities of the eternal world are

resting upon him in mighty

power; and when every earthly

support and prop fails him, he

then sensibly feels the eternal

truths of the immortality of the

soul. We should take warning and

not wait for the death-bed to

repent, as we see the infant taken

away by death, so may the youth

and middle-aged, as well as the

infant be suddenly called into

eternity. Let this, then, prove as a

warning to all not to procrastinate



repentance, or wait till a death-

bed, for it is the will of God that

man should repent and serve Him

in health, and in the strength and

power of his mind, in order to

secure his blessing, and not wait

until he is called to die.

The doctrine of baptizing

children, or sprinkling them, or

they must welter in hell, is a doc-

trine not true, not supported in

Holy Writ, and is not consistent

with the character of God. All

children are redeemed by the

blood of Jesus Christ, and the

moment that children leave this

world, they are taken to the

bosom of Abraham. The only

difference between the old and

young dying is, one lives longer

in heaven and eternal light and

glory than the other, and is freed

a little sooner from this miserable

wicked world. Notwithstanding

all this glory, we for a moment

lose sight of it, and mourn the

loss, but we do not mourn as

those without hope.

My intention was to have

spoken on the subject of baptism,

but having a case of death before

us, I thought proper to refer to

that subject. I will now, however,

say a few words upon baptism, as

I intended.

God has made certain decrees

which are fixed and immovable;

for instance, God set the sun, the

moon, and the stars in the

heavens, and gave them their

laws, conditions and bounds,

which they cannot pass, except by

His commandments; they all

move in perfect harmony in their

sphere and order, and are as

lights, wonders and signs unto us.

The sea also has its bounds which

it cannot pass. God has set many

signs on the earth, as well as in

the heavens; for instance, the oak

of the forest, the fruit of the tree,

the herb of the field, all bear a

sign that seed hath been planted

there; for it is a decree of the Lord

that every tree, plant, and herb

bearing seed should bring forth of

its kind, and cannot come forth

after any other law or principle.

Upon the same principle do I

contend that baptism is a sign

ordained of God, for the believer

in Christ to take upon himself in

order to enter into the kingdom of

God, “for except ye are born of

water and of the Spirit ye cannot

enter into the Kingdom of God,”

said the Savior. It is a sign and a

commandment which God has set

for man to enter into His

kingdom. Those who seek to

enter in any other way will seek

in vain; for God will not receive

them, neither will the angels

acknowledge their works as ac-

cepted, for they have not obeyed

the ordinances, nor attended to

the signs which God ordained for

the salvation of man, to prepare

him for, and give him a title to, a

celestial glory; and God had

decreed that all who will not obey

His voice shall not escape the

damnation of hell. What is the

damnation of hell? To go with

that society who have not obeyed

His commands.

Baptism is a sign to God, to

angels, and to heaven that we do

the will of God, and there is no

other way beneath the heavens

whereby God hath ordained for

man to come to Him to be saved,

and enter into the Kingdom of

God, except faith in Jesus Christ,

repentance, and baptism for the

remission of sins, and any other

course is in vain; then you have

the promise of the gift of the Holy

Ghost. 

What is the sign of the healing

of the sick? The laying on of

hands is the sign or way marked

out by James, and the custom of

the ancient Saints as ordered by

the Lord, and we cannot obtain

the blessings by pursuing any

other course except the way

marked out by the Lord. What if

we should attempt to get the gift

of the Holy Ghost through any

other means except the signs or

way which God hath appoint-

ed—would we obtain it? Certain-

ly not; all other means would fail.

The Lord says do so and so, and I

will bless you.

There are certain key words

and signs belonging to the Priest-

hood which must be observed in

order to obtain the blessing. The

sign of Peter was to repent and be

baptized for the remission of sins,

with the promise of the gift of the

Holy Ghost; and in no other way

is the gift of the Holy Ghost

obtained. 

There is a difference between

the Holy Ghost and the gift of the

Holy Ghost. Cornelius received

the Holy Ghost before he was

baptized, which was the convinc-

ing power of God unto him of the

truth of the Gospel, but he could

not receive the gift of the Holy

Ghost until after he was baptized.

Had he not taken this sign or

ordinance upon him, the Holy

Ghost which convinced him of

the truth of God, would have left

him. Until he obeyed these

ordinances and received the gift

of the Holy Ghost, by the laying

on of hands, according to the

order of God, he could not have

healed the sick or commanded an

evil spirit to come out of a man,

and it obey him; for the spirits

might say unto him, as they did to

the sons of Sceva: “Paul we know

and Jesus we know, but who are



ye?” It mattereth not whether we

live long or short on the earth

after we come to a knowledge of

these principles and obey them

unto the end. I know that all men

will be damned if they do not

come in the way which He hath

opened, and this is the way

marked out by the word of the

Lord.

As concerning the resurrection,

I will merely say that all men will

come from the grave as they lie

down, whether old or young;

there will not be “added unto

their stature one cubit,” neither

taken from it; all will be raised by

the power of God, having spirit in

their bodies, and not blood.

Children will be enthroned in the

presence of God and the Lamb

with bodies of the same stature

that they had on earth, having

been redeemed by the blood of

the Lamb; they will there enjoy

the fullness of that light, glory

and intelligence, which is pre-

pared in the celestial kingdom.

“Blessed are the dead who die in

the Lord, for they rest from their

labors and their works do follow

them.”

The speaker, before closing,

called upon the assembly before

him to humble themselves in faith

before God, and in mighty prayer

and fasting to call upon the name

of the Lord, until the elements

were purified over our heads, and

the earth sanctified under our

feet, that the inhabitants of this

city may escape the power of

disease and pestilence, and the

destroyer that rideth upon the

face of the earth, and that the

Holy Spirit of God may rest upon

this vast multitude. 

At the close of the meeting,

President Smith said he should

attend to the ordinance of bap-

tism in the river, near his house,

at two o’clock, and at the appoint-

ed hour, the bank of the Missis-

sippi was lined with a multitude

of people, and President Joseph

Smith went into the river and

baptized eighty persons for the

remission of their sins, and what

added joy to the scene was, that

the first person baptized was M.

L. D. Wasson, a nephew of Mrs.

Emma Smith—the first of her

kindred that has embraced the

fullness of the Gospel. 

At the close of this interesting

scene, the administrator lifted up

his hands towards heaven, and

implored the blessing of God to

rest upon the people; and truly

the Spirit of God did rest upon

the multitude, to the joy and

consolation of our hearts. 

After baptism, the congrega-

tion again repaired to the grove,

near the Temple, to attend to the

ordinance of confirmation, and,

notwithstanding President Smith

had spoken in the open air to the

people, and stood in the water

and baptized about eighty per-

sons, about fifty of those baptized

received their confirmation under

his hands in the after part of the

day. While this was progressing,

great numbers were being bap-

tized in the font for the dead.

(History of the Church, 4:553–57.

See also, Words of Joseph Smith,

forthcoming).

30 March 1842, Red Brick Store,

Nauvoo, Illinois

Relief Society Minutes

Objectives of the Relief Society

President Joseph Smith arose.

Spoke of the organization of the

Female Relief Society; said he was

deeply interested, that it might be

built up to the Most High in an

acceptable manner; that its rules

must be observed; that none

should be received into it but

those who were worthy; pro-

posed a close examination of

every candidate; that the society

was growing too fast. It should

grow up by degrees, should com-

mence with a few individuals,

thus have a select society of the

virtuous, and those who would

walk circumspectly; commended

them for their zeal, but said

sometimes their zeal was not

according to knowledge. One

principle object of the institution

was to purge out iniquity; said

they must be extremely careful in

all their examinations, or the con-

sequences would be serious.

All difficulties which might

and would cross our way must be

surmounted. Though the soul be

tried, the heart faint, and the

hands hang down, we must not

retrace out steps; there must be

decision of character, aside from

sympathy. When instructed, we

must obey that voice, observe the

laws of the Kingdom of God, that

the blessings of heaven may rest

down upon us. All must act in

concert, or nothing can be done,

and should move according to the

ancient Priesthood; hence the

Saints should be a select people,

separate from all the evils of the

world—choice, virtuous, and

holy. The Lord was going to make

of the Church of Jesus Christ a

kingdom of Priests, a holy people,

a chosen generation, as in Enoch’s

day, having all the gifts as

illustrated to the Church in Paul’s

epistles and teachings to the

churches in his day—that it is the

privilege of each member to live

long and enjoy health. He then

blessed the Saints (History of the

Church, 4:570 and Words of Joseph

Smith, forthcoming).



Recollection of Bathsheba W.

Smith, 9 June 1905

I never like to hear a sermon

without hearing something of the

Prophet, for he gave us

everything, every order of the

priesthood. . . . He said he had

given the sisters instructions . . .

and he wanted to make us, as the

women were in Paul’s day, “A

kingdom of priestesses” (Address

to Pioneer Stake Relief Society

First Annual Conference, 9 June

1905).

9 April 1842

Wilford Woodruff Diary

Funeral Sermon of Ephraim Marks,

son of William Marks, the Nauvoo

Stake President

The Saints in Nauvoo assem-

bled at the house of President

Marks, at an early hour in the

morning, to pay their last respects

to the body of Ephraim Marks,

son of President William Marks,

who died on the evening of the

7th. A large procession formed

and walked to the Grove, where a

numerous congregation had

assembled. President Joseph

Smith spoke upon the occasion

with much feeling and interest.

Among his remarks he said, “It is

a very solemn and awful time. I

never felt more solemn; it calls to

mind the death of my oldest

brother, Alvin, who died in New

York, and my youngest brother,

Don Carlos Smith, who died in

Nauvoo. It has been hard for me

to live on earth and see these

young men upon whom we have

leaned for support and comfort

taken from us in the midst of their

youth. Yes, it has been hard to be

reconciled to these things. I have

sometimes thought that I should

have felt more reconciled to have

been called away myself if it had

been the will of God; yet I know

we ought to be still and know it is

of God, and be reconciled to His

will; all is right. It will be but a

short time before we shall all in

like manner be called: it may be

the case with me as well as you.

Some have supposed that Brother

Joseph could not die; but this is a

mistake: it is true there have been

times when I have had the

promise of my life to accomplish

such and such things, but, having

now accomplished those things, I

have not at present any lease of

my life, I am as liable to die as

other men. 

I can say in my heart, that I

have not done anything against

Ephraim Marks that I am sorry

for, and I would ask any of his

companions if they have done

anything against him that they

are sorry for, or that they would

not like to meet and answer for at

the bar of God, if so, let it prove as

a warning to all to deal justly

before God, and with all man-

kind, then we shall be clear in the

day of judgment.

When we lose a near and dear

friend, upon whom we have set

our hearts, it should be a caution

unto us not to set our affections

too firmly upon others, knowing

that they may in like manner be

taken from us. Our affections

should be placed upon God and

His work, more intensely than

upon our fellow beings (History of

the Church, 4:587).

10 April 1842, Nauvoo, Illinois

Wilford Woodruff Diary

Call to Repentance

Joseph the Seer arose in the

power of God; reproved and re-

buked wickedness before the

people, in the name of the Lord

God. He wished to say a few

words to suit the condition of the

general mass, and then said: I

shall speak with authority of the

Priesthood in the name of the

Lord God, which shall prove a

savor of life unto life, or of death

unto death. Notwithstanding this

congregation profess to be Saints,

yet I stand in the midst of all

[kinds of] characters and classes

of men. If you wish to go where

God is, you must be like God, or

possess the principles which God

possesses, for if we are not

drawing towards God in princip-

le, we are going from Him and

drawing towards the devil. Yes, I

am standing in the midst of all

kinds of people.

Search your hearts, and see if

you are like God. I have searched

mine, and feel to repent of all my

sins. 

We have thieves among us,

adulterers, liars, hypocrites. If

God should speak from heaven,

he would command you not to

steal, not to commit adultery, not

to covet, nor deceive, but be

faithful over a few things. As far

as we degenerate from God, we

descend to the devil and lose

knowledge ,  and without

knowledge we cannot be saved,

and while our hearts are filled

with evil, we are studying evil,

there is no room in our hearts for

good, or studying good. Is not

God good? Then you be good; if

He is faithful, then you be

faithful. Add to your faith virtue,

to virtue knowledge, and seek for

every good thing.

The Church must be cleansed,

and I proclaim against all iniqui-

ty. A man is saved no faster than

he gets knowledge, for if he does

not get knowledge, he will be

brought into captivity by some

evil power in the other world, as

evil spirits will have more know-

ledge, and consequently more



power than many men who are

on the earth. Hence it needs revel-

ation to assist us, and give us

knowledge of the things of God.

What is the reason that the

Priests of the day do not get

revelation? They ask only to

consume it upon their lusts. Their

hearts are corrupt, and they cloak

their iniquity by saying there are

no more revelations. But if any

revelations are given of God, they

are universally opposed by the

priests and Christendom at large;

for they reveal their wickedness

and abominations (History of the

Church, 4:588 and Words of Joseph

Smith, forthcoming).

Book of the Law of the Lord

Preached in the grove after

Elder William Law had spoken,

and pronounced a curse upon all

adulterers and fornicators and

unvirtuous persons and those

who had made use of [my] name

to carry on their iniquitous

designs (History of the Church

4:587 and Words of Joseph Smith,

forthcoming).

28 April 1842, Red Brick Store,

Nauvoo, Illinois

Book of the Law of the Lord

Instructions on the Order of the

Priesthood; Because of Premonitions,

Temple Ordinances Are Soon to be

Given to the Leaders of the Church;

Nauvoo Relief Society Privileges

Portend Future Temple Responsibil-

ities

At two o’clock [in the] after-

noon, met the members of the

“Female Relief Society,” and after

presiding at the admission of

many new members, gave a

lecture on the Priesthood, show-

ing how the Sisters would come

in possession of the privileges,

blessings, and gifts of the Priest-

hood, and that the signs should

follow them, such as healing the

sick, casting out devils, etc., and

that they might attain unto these

blessings by a virtuous life and

conversation, and diligence in

keeping all the commandments

(Words of Joseph Smith, forth-

coming).

Relief Society Minutes

President Smith arose and

called the attention of the meeting

to the 12th chapter of Corinthians

“Now concerning spiritual gifts, I

would not have you ignorant.”

Said that the passage in the third

verse, which reads, “No man can

say that Jesus is the Lord, but by

the Holy Ghost,” should be

translated “no man can know that

Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy

Ghost.”

He continued to read the chap-

ter, and give instructions respect-

ing the different offices, and the

necessity of every individual act-

ing in the sphere allotted him or

her, and filling the several offices

to which they are appointed. He

spoke of the disposition of many

men to consider the lower offices

in the Church dishonorable, and

to look with jealous eyes upon the

standing of others who are called

to preside over them; that it was

the folly and nonsense of the hu-

man heart for a person to be

aspiring to other stations than

those to which they are appointed

of God for them to occupy; that it

was better for individuals to mag-

nify their respective calling, and

wait patiently till God shall say to

them, “come up higher.”

He said the reason of these

remarks being made was, that

some little foolish things were cir-

culating in the society, against

some sisters not doing right in

laying hands on the sick. Said that

if the people had common sympa-

thies they would rejoice that the

sick could be healed; that the time

had not been before that these

things could be in their proper

order; that the Church is not fully

organized, in its proper order,

and cannot be, until the Temple is

completed, where places will be

provided for the administration

of the ordinances of the Priest-

hood.

President Smith continued the

subject, by quoting the commis-

sion given to the ancient Apostles

in Mark, 16th chapter, 15th, 16th,

17th, 18th verses, “Go ye into all

the world, and preach the Gospel

to every creature. He that believ-

eth and is baptized shall be saved;

but he that believeth not shall be

damned. And these signs shall

follow them that believe: In my

name shall they cast out devils;

they shall speak with new

tongues; they shall take up ser-

pents; and if they drink any dead-

ly thing, it shall not hurt them;

they shall lay hands on the sick,

and they shall recover.”

No matter who believeth, these

signs, such as healing the sick,

casting out devils, etc., should

follow all that believe, whether

male or female. He asked the

Society if they could not see by

this sweeping promise, that

wherein they are ordained, if it is

the privilege of those set apart to

administer in that authority,

which is conferred on them; and

if the sisters should have faith to

heal the sick, let all hold their

tongues, and let everything roll

on.

He said, if God has appointed

him, and chosen him as an instru-

ment to lead the Church, why not

let him lead it through? Why

stand in the way when he is

appointed to do a thing? Who

knows the mind of God? Does He



not reveal things differently from

what we expect? He remarked

that he was continually rising,

although he had everything

bearing him down, standing in

his way, and opposing; notwith-

standing all this opposition, he

always comes out right in the end.

Respecting females administer-

ing for the healing of the sick he

further remarked, there could be

no evil in it, if God gave His

sanction by healing; that there

could be no more sin in any

female laying hands on and pray-

ing for the sick, than in wetting

the face with water; it is no sin for

anybody to administer that has

faith, or if the sick have faith to be

healed by their administration.

He reproved those that were

disposed to find fault with the

management of the concerns of

the Church, saying God had

called him to lead the Church,

and he would lead it right; those

that undertake to interfere will be

ashamed when their own folly is

made manifest; that he calculates

to organize the Church in its

proper order as soon as the

Temple is completed.

President Smith continued by

speaking of the difficulties he had

to surmount ever since the com-

mencement of the work, in conse-

quence of aspiring men. “Great

big Elders,” as he called them,

who caused him much trouble; to

whom he had taught the things of

the kingdom in private councils,

they would then go forth into the

world and proclaim the things he

had taught them, as their own

revelations; said the same aspir-

ing disposition will be in this

Society, and must be guarded

against; that every person should

stand, and act in the place

appointed, and thus sanctify the

Society and get it pure. He said he

had been trampled under foot by

aspiring Elders, for all were

infected with that spirit; for

instance, John E. Page and others

had been aspiring; they could not

be exalted, but must run away as

though the care and authority of

the Church were vested with

them. He said he had a subtle

devil to deal with, and could only

curb him by being humble. 

As he had this opportunity, he

was going to instruct the ladies of

this Society, and point out the

way for them to conduct them-

selves, that they might act accord-

ing to the will of God; that he did

not know that he should have

many opportunities of teaching

them, as they were going to be

left to themselves; they would not

long have him to instruct them;

that the Church would not have

his instructions long, and the

world would not be troubled with

him a great while, and would not

have his teachings [in person]. 

He spoke of delivering the

keys <of the Priesthood> to the

Church, and <said that the

faithful members of> the <Relief>

Society <should receive them with

their husbands,> that <the Saints

whose integrity has been tried

and proved faithful, might know

how to ask the Lord and receive

an answer; for> according to his

prayers, God had appointed him

elsewhere.

He exhorted the sisters always

to concentrate their faith and

prayers for, and place confidence

in their husbands, whom God has

appointed for them to honor, and

in those faithful men whom God

has placed at the head of the

Church to lead His people; that

we should arm and sustain them

with our prayers; for the keys of

the kingdom are about to be

given to them, that they may be

able to detect everything false; as

well as to all the Elders who shall

prove their integrity in due

season.

He said if one member

becomes corrupt, and you know

it, you must immediately put it

away, or it will either injure or

destroy the whole body. The

sympathies of the heads of the

Church have induced them to

bear a long time with those who

were corrupt until they are

obliged to cut them off, lest all

become contaminated; you must

put down iniquity, and by your

good examples, stimulate the

Elders to good works; if you do

right, there is no danger of your

going too fast.

He said he did not care how

fast we run in the path of virtue;

resist evil, and there is no danger;

God, men, and angels will not

condemn those that resist every-

thing that is evil, and devils can-

not; as well might the devil seek

to dethrone Jehovah, as over-

throw an innocent soul that re-

sists everything which is evil.

This is a charitable Society, and

according to your natures; it is

natural for females to have feel-

ings of charity and benevolence.

You are now placed in a situation

in which you can act according to

those sympathies which God has

planted in your bosoms.

If you live up to these princi-

ples, how great and glorious will

be your reward in the celestial

kingdom! If you live up to your

privileges, the angels cannot be

restrained from being your asso-

ciates. Females, if they are pure

and innocent, can come in the

presence of God; for what is more

pleasing to God than innocence;



you must be innocent, or you

cannot come up before God; if we

would come before God, we must

keep ourselves pure, as He is

pure.

The devil has great power to

deceive; he will so transform

things as to make one gape at

those who are doing the will of

God. You need not be teasing

your husbands because of their

deeds, but let the weight of your

innocence, kindness and affection

be felt, which is more mighty than

a millstone hung about the neck;

not war, not jangle, not contra-

diction, or dispute, but meekness,

love, purity—these are the things

that should magnify you in the

eyes of all good men. Achan [see

Joshua 7] must be brought to

light, iniquity must be purged out

from the midst of the Saints; then

the veil will be rent, and the

blessings of heaven will flow

down—they will roll down like

the Mississippi river.

If this Society listen to the

counsel of the Almighty, through

the heads of the Church, they

shall have power to command

queens in their midst.

I now deliver it as a prophecy,

if the inhabitants of this state,

with the people of the surround-

ing country, will turn unto the

Lord with all their hearts, ten

years will not roll around before

the kings and queens of the earth

will come unto Zion, and pay

their respects to the leaders of this

people; they shall come with their

millions, and shall contribute of

their abundance for the relief of

the poor, and the building up and

beautifying of Zion.

After this instruction, you will

be responsible for your own sins;

it is a desirable honor that you

should so walk before our heav-

enly Father as to save yourselves;

we are all responsible to God for

the manner we improve the light

and wisdom given by our Lord to

enable us to save ourselves.

President Smith continued

reading from the above men-

tioned chapter, and to give in-

structions respecting the order of

God, as established in the Church,

saying everyone should aspire

only to magnify his own office

and calling. 

He then commenced reading

the 13th chapter “Though I speak

with the tongues of men and

angels, and have not charity, I am

become as sounding brass, or a

tinkling cymbal;” and said, don’t

be limited in your views with

regard to your neighbor’s virtue,

but beware of self-righteousness,

and be limited in the estimate of

your own virtues, and not think

yourselves more righteous than

others; you must enlarge your

souls towards each other, if you

would do like Jesus, and carry

your fellow-creatures to Abra-

ham’s bosom. He said he had

manifested long-suffering, for-

bearance and patience towards

the Church, and also to his ene-

mies; and we must bear with each

other’s failings, as an indulgent

parent bears with the foibles of

his children.

President Smith then read the

2nd verse “Though I have the gift

of prophecy, and understand all

mysteries, and all knowledge; and

though I have all faith, so that I

could remove mountains, and

have not charity, I am nothing.”

He then said, though a man

should become mighty, do great

things, overturn mountains,

perform mighty works, and

should then turn from his high

station to do evil, to eat and drink

with the drunken, all his former

deeds would not save him, but he

would go to destruction! As you

increase in innocence and virtue,

as you increase in goodness, let

your hearts expand, let them be

enlarged towards others; you

must be long-suffering, and bear

with the faults and errors of man-

kind.

How precious are the souls of

men! The female part of the

community are apt to be con-

tracted in their views. You must

not be contracted, but you must

be liberal in your feelings. Let this

Society teach women how to

behave towards their husbands,

to treat them with mildness and

affection. When a man is borne

down with trouble, when he is

perplexed with care and difficul-

ty, if he can meet a smile instead

of an argument or a murmur—if

he can meet with mildness, it will

calm down his soul and soothe

his feelings; when the mind is

going to despair, it needs a solace

of affection and kindness.

You will receive instructions

through the order of the Priest-

hood which God has established,

through the medium of those

appointed to lead, guide and

direct the affairs of the Church in

this last dispensation; and I now

turn the key {to you} in the name

of God, and this Society shall

rejoice, and knowledge and intel-

ligence shall flow down from this

time henceforth; this is the begin-

ning of better days to the poor

and needy, who shall be made to

rejoice and pour forth blessings

on your heads.

When you go home, never give

a cross or unkind word to your

husbands, but let kindness,

charity and love crown your

works henceforward; don’t envy



the finery and fleeting show of

sinners, for they are in a miser-

able situation; but as far as you

can, have mercy on them, for in a

short time God will destroy them,

if they will not repent and turn

unto him. 

Let your labors be mostly con-

fined to those around you, in the

circle of your own acquaintance,

as far as knowledge is concerned,

it may extend to all the world; but

your administering should be

confined to the circle of your im-

mediate acquaintance, and more

especially to the members of the

Relief Society. Those ordained to

preside over and lead you, are

authorized to appoint the differ-

ent officers, as the circumstances

shall require. 

If you have a matter to reveal,

let it be in your own tongue; do

not indulge too much in the

exercise of the gift of tongues, or

the devil will take advantage of

the innocent and unwary. You

may speak in tongues for your

own comfort, but I lay this down

for a rule, that if anything is

taught by the gift of tongues, it is

not to be received for doctrine.

President Smith <then> gave

instruction respecting the

propriety of females administer-

ing to the sick by <the prayer of

faith,> the laying on of hands, <or

the anointing with oil;> and said it

was according to revelation <that

the sick should be nursed with

herbs and mild food, and not by

the hand of an enemy. Who are

better qualified to administer than

our faithful and zealous sisters,

whose hearts are full of faith,

tenderness, sympathy and

compassion. No one.> Said he was

never  placed in similar

circumstances before, and never

had given the same instruction;

and closed his instructions by

e xp r e s s i n g  h i s  h e ar t f e l t

satisfaction in improving this

opportunity.

The Spirit of the Lord was

poured out in a very powerful

manner, never to be forgotten by

those present on this interesting

occasion (History of the Church,

4:602–7 and Words of Joseph Smith,

forthcoming).

Recollection of Nancy Tracy

Once in particular I remember

his opening the [Relief Society]

meeting with prayer. He was full

of the Spirit of God. His whole

frame shook, and his face shone

and looked almost transparent

(Nancy M. Tracy, “Autobiogra-

phy,” The Woman’s Exponent 38

[November 1909]: 39–40).

Recollection of Bathsheba W.

Smith

Joseph Smith attended one of

our Relief Society meetings in the

lodge room. He opened the

meeting by prayer. His voice

trembled very much, after which

he addressed us. He said,

“According to my prayer, I will

not be with you long to teach and

instruct you; and the world will

not be troubled with me much

longer.” (Bathsheba W. Smith,

“Recollections of the Prophet

Joseph Smith,” Juvenile Instructor

27: 345. The Relief Society

minutes never mention an occa-

sion when the Prophet Joseph

offered prayer to open a meeting

in the Red Brick Store. Yet all

meetings, except this 28 April

1842 meeting, identify who of-

fered prayers. Thus, if he ever did

offer an opening prayer, it would

have had to been this one. Of

course, this is precisely the

testimony of these two sisters.)

1 May 1842 (Sunday), Grove

Near Temple, Nauvoo, Illinois

The Book of the Law of the Lord

Requisites for and the Receiving of

the Blessings of the Temple

Preached in the grove, on the

Keys of the Kingdom, charity, etc.

The keys are certain signs and

words by which false spirits and

personages may be detected from

true, which cannot be revealed to

the Elders till the Temple is com-

pleted.

The rich can only get them in

the Temple. The poor may get

them on the mountain top, as did

Moses [Moses 1–4 and JST Gene-

sis]. The rich cannot be saved

without charity, giving to feed the

poor when and how God re-

quires, as well as building [the

Temple].

There are signs in heaven,

earth and hell; the Elders must

know them all to be endowed

with power, to finish their work

and prevent imposition [from the

Adversary]. The devil knows

many signs, but does not know

the sign of the Son of Man, or

Jesus. No one can truly say he

knows God until he has handled

something [1 John 1:1–3], and this

can only be in the Holiest of

Holies (Words of Joseph Smith,

forthcoming).

4 and 5 May 1842, Red Brick

Store, Nauvoo, Illinois

Book of the Law of the Lord

First Administration of the

Nauvoo-period Endowment

[4 May 1842] In council in the

President’s and [the] General

offices with Judge [James]

Adams, Hyrum Smith, Newel K.

Whitney, William Marks, William

Law, George Miller, Brigham

Young, Heber C. Kimball, and

Willard Richards. [blank] and

giving certain instructions



concerning the priesthood.

[blank] &c on the Aaronic

Priesthood to the first [erased

word in shorthand is Anointing]

continuing through the day.

[5 May 1842] Judge Adams left

for Springfield. The others

continued in Council as the day

previous and Joseph and Hyrum

were [blank {Anointed}] (Words of

Joseph Smith, forthcoming. The

blanks represent erased words).

Summary Written by Willard

Richards, 14–18 April 1845,

Nauvoo, Illinois, in draft pages

of the Manuscript History of the

Church

Wednesday, May 4.—I spent

the day in the upper part of

[Joseph’s Red Brick] Store, that is,

in the private office [of the

Prophet Joseph Smith] (so called,

because in that room [he] keeps

[his] sacred writings, translates

ancient records, and receives

revelations), and [also] in [the]

general business office, or Lodge

room, where the Masonic

fraternity met occasionally for

want of a better place), in council

with General James Adams, of

Springfield, Patriarch Hyrum

Smith, Bishops Newel K. Whitney

and George Miller, Wm Marks,

Wm Law and Prest Brigham

Young and Heber C. Kimball.

[Note: Precisely in accordance

with D&C 85:11–12, the above

canceled names were literally

blotted out of the published ver-

sion of this latter-day “Law of the

Lord” record of endowments

because of their later apostasy.]

[With these brethren, I was]

instructed [by the Prophet Joseph

Smith] in the principles and order

of the priesthood, [and from him

received my] washings and

anointings, and endowments, and

the communications of keys,

pertaining to the Aaronic Priest-

hood, and so on to the highest

order of the Melchizedek Priest-

hood, setting forth the order per-

taining to the Ancient of Days and

all those plans and principles by

which anyone is enabled to secure

the fulness of those blessings

which has been prepared for the

Church of the Firstborn, and come

up into and abide in the presence

the Eloheim in the eternal worlds

[D&C 76:118 (115–18)].

[Joseph Smith] in this council

instituted the Ancient Order of

things for the first time in these

last days.  And the communica-

tions I [received in] this Council

were of things spiritual, and [are]

to be received only by the spirit-

ual minded: and there was noth-

ing made known to [us by the

Prophet] but [what] will be made

known to all Saints, of the last

days, so soon as they are pre-

pared to receive, and a proper

place is prepared to communicate

them, even to the weakest of the

Saints: therefore let the Saints be

diligent in building the temple

and all houses which they have

been or shall hereafter be com-

manded of God to build, and wait

their time with patience, in all

meekness and faith, and perse-

verance unto the end.  knowing

assuredly that all these things

referred to in this Council are

always governed by the princi-

ples of revelation. 

Thursday, 5.—General Adams

started for Springfield, and the

remainder of the Council of

yesterday continued their

meeting at the same place, and

[Joseph Smith] and Brother

Hyrum received in turn from the

[us], the same that... had [been]

communicated ... the day

previous (Draft sheets of the

Manuscript History of the

Church, in the hand of Willard

Richards, revised to restore the

passage as Willard Richards’s

recollection of Joseph Smith’s

teachings. Cancellation of names

as in original. See also, History of

the Church, 5:1–2.).

Letter of Heber C. Kimball to

Parley P. Pratt, Six Weeks Later,

17 June 1842

Brother Joseph feels as well as

I [have] ever seen him. One

reason [for this] is [that] he has a

small company [in which] he feels

safe in their hands. [Though there

are few others, yet] that is not all

[the persons] he can open his

bosom to and feel himself safe

[for] I wish you were here so [you

could] feel and hear for yourself.

We have received some

precious things through the

Prophet on the priesthood that

would cause your soul to rejoice.

I cannot give them to you on

paper—for they are not to be

written—so you must come and

get them for yourself (Heber C.

Kimball to Parley P. Pratt, 17 June

1842).

Recollection of Brigham Young,

7 February 1877

When we [received] our

washings and anointings under

the hands of the Prophet Joseph

at Nauvoo, we had only one room

to work in (with the exception of

a little side room or office) . . .

After he had performed [the

initial] ceremonies . . . we went

into the large room over the store

. . . Joseph [had, previous to our

meeting,] divided up the room

the best that he could [and] hung

up the veil. . . . [He] gave us our

instructions as we passed along



from one department to

another. . . .

After we had got through,

Brother Joseph turned to me and

said, “Brother Brigham, this is not

arranged right, but we have done

the best we could under the

circumstances in which we are

placed. I wish you to take this

matter in hand and organize and

systematize all these ceremonies.”

. . . I did so and each time I got

something more so that when we

went through the Temple at

Nauvoo [some three-and-a-half

years later] I understood and

knew how to place them there:

we had our ceremonies pretty

correct. (L. John Nuttall, Diary, 7

February 1877, Archives and

Manuscripts, Harold B. Lee

Library,  Br igham Young

University, Provo, Utah. Brigham

Young attended the majority of

the over 70 meetings in which

te mple  or din an ce s  w e r e

administered dur ing the

remainder of the Prophet’s life.)

Recollection of Charles C. Rich,

1878

It was a long time after the

Prophet Joseph Smith had

received the keys of the kingdom

of God, and after Hyrum and

others had received many

blessings, that the Lord gave

Joseph a revelation, to show him

and others how they could ask for

and receive certain blessings

[D&C 124:95, 97]. We read in the

revelations of St. John, [of] the

white stone “and in the stone a

new name, which no man

knoweth save him that receiveth

it.” Joseph tells us [D&C 130:

10–11] that this new name is a

key-word, which can only be

obtained through the endow-

ments. This is one of the keys and

blessings that will be bestowed

upon the Saints in these last days,

for which we should be very

thankful (Address given 10

February 1878, Paris, Idaho Stake

Conference, Journal of Discourses,

19:250).

Recollection of Lucius N. Scovil,

2 February 1884

I can testify that on the [4th]

day of May, 1842, Joseph Smith

the Prophet called upon five or

six [of us], viz: Shadrach Roundy,

Noah Rogers, Dimick B.

Huntington, Daniel Carn, and

myself (I am not certain but that

Hosea Stout was there also) to

meet with him (the Prophet) in

his business office (the upper part

of his brick store). He told us that

the object he had was for us to go

to work and fit up that room

preparatory to giving endow-

ments to a few Elders that he

might give unto them all the keys

of power pertaining to the

Aaronic and Melchizedek Priest-

hoods.

We therefore went to work

making the necessary prepara-

tions, and everything was ar-

ranged representing the interior

of a temple as much as the

circumstances would permit, he

being with us  dictating

everything. He gave us many

items that were very interesting

to us, which sank with deep

weight upon my mind, especially

after the temple was finished . . .

and I had received my ordinan-

ces. . . .

I can and do testify that I know

of a surety [that] that room was

fitted up by his order which we

finished in the forenoon of the

said 4th of May, 1842. And he

gave us to understand that he

intended to have everything done

by him that was in his power

while he remained with us.  He

said his work was nearly done

and he should roll the burden of

the kingdom upon the shoulders

of the Twelve. I am the only one

living that I know of, who heped

to fit up that room, except Hosea

Stout, [who might have been]

there (Lucius N. Scovil to Editor,

Deseret News, 2 February 1884,

Deseret News Semi-Weekly [15

February 1884]: 2).

Recollection of Dimick B. Hunt-

ington, 12 Dec. 1878

In Nauvoo, William Felshaw,

Samuel Rolfe, Dimick B.

Huntington prepared the Masonic

Lodge room in the Brick Store

c h a m b e r  f o r  t h e  f i r s t

endowments. [We] took some

bars of lead to hold up the trees of

the Garden [Room], and a piece of

carpet for a curtain, Joseph Smith

giving directions [on] how to

prepare all things.

The Masonic Lodge met nights

and he used the room days for

Endow me n ts .  On e  n ight

[probably in late March 1844],

after work was over, in the Lodge

. . . Old Brother Perry, the Tyler,

said, “A brother wishes to

enter. . . .” George A. Smith

[invited him in] . . . Joseph Smith

entered [and] strode up and

down the Lodge saying,

“Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelu-

jah.” Said he, “I have done what

King Solomon, King Hiram, and

Hiram Abiff could not do: I have

set up the kingdom no more to be

thrown down forever, nor never

to be given to another people”

(Dimick B. Huntington, State-

ment, 12 Dec. 1878, Archives and

Manuscripts, Harold B. Lee Lib-

rary, Brigham Young University,

Provo, Utah).



A Related Recollection by

Franklin D. Richards, 20 May

1885

[On his first visit to Nauvoo

since the 1845 Exodus some forty

years before, Franklin D. Richards

made visits to numerous sites in

the city. Of Joseph’s Brick Store he

says:] The rooms . . . had once

been the private offices of God’s

chosen messenger. This structure

had once echoed the footsteps

and the voices of men whose

deeds and names are immortal. It

was then redolent with the air of

divine whispers. Men came and

listened to the words of the

Almighty from the mouth of his

chosen Prophet and carried away

the grand message for the re-

demption of waiting thou-

sands. . . .

Joseph’s brick store, the place

he had sanctified by his presence,

by his ministrations, and by the

promulgation of some of the

grandest principles ever given of

God to lead mortality unto the

higher life. Upon the upper floor

of this building were the well-

known large room and Joseph’s

office,  consisting of two

apartments. . . . Here he received

the revelation on the eternity . . .

of the celestial marriage covenant

[see entry for 12 July 1843]. Here

was organized a Council of the

Kingdom [see entry for 11 March

1844], and here, when the Spirit

prompted him that his life’s work

was drawing to a close, and when

he saw that his earthly days

might be ended before the

completion of the temple, he

called a chosen few and conferred

upon them the ordinances of the

holy endowments, so that the

divine treasures of his mind

might not perish from the world

with his death. Even bricks and

stones are made sacred by such

associations; and my mind has

often dwelt upon this place with

a feeling of sublime reverence

(Franklin L. West, Life of Franklin

D. Richards, 228–29, order of text

modified).
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Members of
The Church of
Jesus Christ of

Latter-day 
Saints

General
Authorities

Those who
received their
Endowments

Those who
received the

Fulness of the
Priesthood
Ordinances

No one is known
that fits this set of

circumstances

No one
fits these

conditions

Members of the 
Church such as: 
Joseph Smith III

James Jesse Strang

Twelve Apostles:
John E. Page

First Council of
the Seventy:

Daniel S. Miles
Josiah Butterfield
Henry Harriman
Zera Pulsipher

First Council of
the Seventy:

Joseph Young

Women such as:
Emma Smith

Mary Ann Young
Vilate Kimball

Jennetta Richards
Elizabeth Ann Whitney

Leonora Taylor
Phoebe Woodruff

Mary Fielding Smith

Jedediah M. Grant, Erastus Snow, Orrin Porter Rockwell,
Amos Fielding, James Emmett, Peter Haws, Lorenzo D. Wasson,

Samuel Bent, Charles C. Rich, Alexander Badlem

The Council of Fifty

First Presidency:
Sidney Rigdon
Amasa Lyman

Twelve Apostles:
Lyman Wight
William Smith

Newel K. Whitney
William Marks

John Smith
Orson Spencer
W. W. Phelps

Alpheus Cutler
Reynolds Cahoon

George Miller
William Clayton
Joseph Fielding

John M. Bernhisel
Lucien Woodworth
Almon W. Babbitt

Mercy Thompson
Agnes Smith

Marinda Hyde
Fanny Murray

Mary Miller

Members of the Council of Fifty 
who were not members of the Church, 

such as Uriah Brown

Only Members of 
the Quorum of the

Twelve Apostles were
members of this group:

Brigham Young
Heber C. Kimball
Willard Richards

John Taylor
Orson Hyde

Parley P. Pratt
Wilford Woodruff
George A. Smith

Orson Pratt


